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Image 1: Second meeting of the UN-Habitat 
Advisory Group on Gender Issues 
(AGGI),  Nairobi UN Gigiri . 30 November - 
1 December 2012 
 
Front row (l-r): Esther Mwaura-Muiru, 
Ramzia Aleryani, Ana Falu, Aminata Traore 
(Chair of AGGI), Joan Clos, Janice Peterson, 
Carmen Griffiths, Sri Sofjan 
 
Second row: Thomas Ball, Margaret 
Swalleh, Jaana Mioch, Diane Dumashie, 
Siraj Sait, Teresa Boccia, Sylvie Cohen  
 
Third row: Angela Mwai, Ester Borras, 
Naison Mutizwa-Mangiza, Cecilia 
Andresson, Lia Cacciotoli 
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Image 2: Diana Lee Smith  - first Chief of the Gender Unit 
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Image 3: Catalina Trujillo (holding hat), first chief of the Women and Habitat Programme, 
with Miloon Kothari (second from right), UN Special Rapporteur on Adequate Housing from 
2000-2008.  Miloon and the subsequent Rapporteur were important champions of UN-
HABITAT’s gender mainstreaming work. 
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Image 4: UN Decade for Women Conference, Nairobi, 1985 © UN Photo/Milton Grant 
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Image 5: Jan Peterson, Founder and Chair of the Secretariat of the Huairou Commission (far left) at the 
“Unheard voices of women: water, sanitation and human settlement” event, 13th session of the 

Commission on Sustainable Development © UN Photo/Rick Bajornas 
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Image 6: Preparatory Committee for HABITAT II during a three –day organizational session on 
5 March 1993 © UN Photo/Milton Grant 
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Image 7: Plenary, general view at the UN Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing, China © UN Photo/Yao Da Wei 
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Image 8: Women attending the UN Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing, China © UN Photo/Milton Grant 
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Image 9: Paragraph 7 of The Habitat Agenda recognizes the need for women’s participation 
  Source: Istanbul Declaration on Human Settlements, 1996   
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Image 10: Anna Tibaijuka, Executive Director of UN-Habitat, briefs correspondents ahead of a special General Assembly session on 
the implementation of the Habitat Agenda, 2001 © UN Photo/Evan Schneider 



UN-Habitat Gender Journey 

26 

-

 
 

 
 

-

-

-

 
 

 

 
 

-

-

 
 

-

 
 

-  
 

 

-

 
 

-

-
 

 

-

 
 

-

-

-

 
 

 



UN-Habitat Gender Journey 

27 

 
 

 
 

 



UN-Habitat Gender Journey 

28 

 
 

GLOBAL CAMPAIGNS: 
GOOD GOVERNANCE AND 
SECURE TENURE 

 

-
 

 

-
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

  
 



UN-Habitat Gender Journey 

29 

© UN-Habitat 

CHAPTER FIVE: 
 

-

-
  



UN-Habitat Gender Journey 

30 

- -

 
 

 

 
 

- -

- -

 

  
 

-

-

-

 
 

 
 

 
 

-

 
 

-

  
 



UN-Habitat Gender Journey 

31 

 
 

 
 -

 
  

-  
- -

 
- -

 
 

WOMEN’S 
EMPOWERMENT 
THROUGH ACCESS TO 
LAND AND HOUSING 

 

-

  
 

CAPACITY BUILDING 
 

-

 

 
 

ENGAGEMENT WITH 
WOMEN’S 
ORGANIZATIONS 

 

-
-

-

 
 

 
 

-

- -

 
 

-

 
 

 
 

REGIONAL OFFICES 
 

 
 
 

 
- 

 
-  
-  
-  

 

 
 

 
  
 

-

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



UN-Habitat Gender Journey 

32 

Image 11: Jubilant exhibitors at the World Urban Forum  5 (WUF5) closing ceremony, Brazil, 2010.  
Gender training was an integral part of WUF 5. © UN Habitat/Julius Mwelu 
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Image 12: Clean water, a challenge for women in Harar town, Ethiopia. Water and 
sanitation has been a key part of UN-Habitat’s work  © UN Habitat 
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ANNEX I 

GENDER RESOLUTIONS FROM THE COMMISSION ON HUMAN SETTLEMENTS AND 
GOVERNING COUNCIL (GC) OF UN-HABITAT (EXTRACTS OF REQUESTS FOR ACTION) 

 
1991, RESOLUTION 13/13:  PROMOTING THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN IN HUMAN SETTLEMENTS 
DEVELOPMENT AND MANAGEMENT 
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1993, RESOLUTION 14/4:  PROMOTING THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN IN HUMAN SETTLEMENTS 
DEVELOPMENT 
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1995, RESOLUTION 15/3: PROMOTING THE PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN IN HUMAN SETTLEMENTS 
DEVELOPMENT 
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1997, RESOLUTION 16/6:  WOMEN IN HUMAN SETTLEMENTS DEVELOPMENT 
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1999, RESOLUTION 17/11: WOMEN IN HUMAN SETTLEMENTS DEVELOPMENT AND IN THE UNITED 
NATIONS CENTRE FOR HUMAN SETTLEMENTS (HABITAT) 
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2003, RESOLUTION 19/16: WOMEN’S ROLE AND RIGHTS IN HUMAN SETTLEMENTS DEVELOPMENT AND 
SLUM UPGRADING 
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2005, RESOLUTION 20/7: GENDER EQUALITY IN HUMAN SETTLEMENTS DEVELOPMENT 
 

 -

 
 

 
 - -

 
 

 
 

 



UN-Habitat Gender Journey 

43 

 

 
 

-  
 
2007, RESOLUTION 21/9: WOMEN’S LAND AND PROPERTY RIGHTS AND ACCESS TO FINANCE  
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2011, RESOLUTION 23/1: GENDER EQUALITY AND EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN IN SUSTAINABLE URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT  
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2013, RESOLUTION 24/4: GENDER EQUALITY AND WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT TO CONTRIBUTE TO 
SUSTAINABLE URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
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This document attempts to capture the early history 

and institutional memory on gender equality and 

women’s empowerment work in UN-Habitat. It 

describes its evolution and the internal processes and 

significant milestones that shaped it. It also 

endeavors to capture some of the most influential 

external trends and events as well as the significant 

partners involved. 
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